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In 2023, 11.8% of RI adults 
reported a diagnosis of diabetes; 
that’s 1 in 10 adults not including 
people who are undiagnosed.

Even after adjusting for age, 
diabetes in RI has increased over 
the past decade from 8.3% in 2013 
to 10% in 2023.

According to the CDC, 1 in 3 
Americans have prediabetes but 
only 10% have been diagnosed. 
This means that about 294,000 
Rhode Islanders have prediabetes, 
and most don’t know it.

Poverty and low income are 
associated with a variety of poor 
health outcomes. Rhode Islanders 
whose household income is less 
than 200% of the federal poverty 
level have higher rates of diabetes 
(16.3%) compared to those whose 
income is greater than 400% of the 
federal poverty level (8.5%).

Diabetes is expensive for all 
patients, no matter their insurance 
status. RI adults with diabetes 
report frequent financial strain. In 
fact, 6.1% of RI adults with 
diabetes reported not seeing a 
provider in the past year. The 
COVID-19 pandemic likely caused 
more of a financial strain on RI’s 
underserved residents.

Black and Hispanic/Latinx adults 
report being diagnosed with 
diabetes at younger ages, mean-
ing they are trying to care for their 
diabetes for more of their lives.

Serious medical complications can 
result from diabetes, including 
heart disease, stroke, lower limb 
amputations, kidney disease, and 
blindness.

Data source:
RI Behavioral Risk Factor Surveil-
lance System

For Resources and Support, 
please visit the RI World Diabetes 
Day Resource Page. 

2025 RHODE ISLAND WORLD 
DIABETES DAY 
Thursday, November 13, 2025

MISSION
To positively impact the growing diabetes epidemic in the state by building a coalition 

of community members who work toward reducing the burden of prediabetes and 

diabetes in Rhode Island.

Rhode Island World Diabetes Day (RIWDD) was launched through the Rhode Island 

Department of Health (RIDOH) in November 2012 to raise awareness about diabetes 

and its impact on the residents of Rhode Island. This event highlights the strong 

collaboration between the many community organizations, government officials, 

health partners, and community members who are committed to decreasing diabetes 

in Rhode Island. Thanks, in part, to the generous support of our sponsors, the event 

has grown significantly each year. 

The RIWDD Planning Committee has planned a morning of interesting, dynamic 

presentations for Thursday, November 13, 2025, at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in 

Warwick, RI. 

 registered 

dietitians, social workers, and public health professionals to attend. 

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2025-rhode-island-world-diabetes-day-event-tickets-1628949183859?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=ebdsshcopyurl


“ 

DRAFT SCHEDULE OF EVENTS: 
*CME credits available

GRACE DIAZ BLUE LIGHT AWARD 
Each year we recognize an individual or organization that has positively impacted diabetes in the 
state of Rhode Island by awarding them the Grace Diaz Blue Light Award. The recipient of the 
award shows exceptional creative thinking, approach, passion, and commitment to supporting 
healthy living with diabetes. In keeping with the theme of World Diabetes Day 2024-2026 (WDD), 
“Diabetes and Well-being”, this year’s Blue Light award will be presented to a Rhode Islander who 
has shown a commitment to improving the well-being of patients with diabetes. 

We have diabetes, it gets to come along 
with us, it doesn’tget to stopus. 

– CHRIS OLSEN
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SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
Rhode Island World Diabetes Day welcomes the opportunity for you and 
your organization to be involved in this collaboration through the following sponsorship options: 

If you are interested in becoming a sponsor of this important event  please complete the following form. For 
questions, please contact Deborah Newell at info@riwdd.org. Thanks for your interest and support! 

SPONSORSHIP FORM
Rhode Island World Diabetes Day 2025  
SPONSORSHIP LEVEL: 

Platinum $5,000 Gold $2,500 Silver $1,250 Bronze $1000 Friends/Patrons $ 

CHECK PAYABLE TO: Diabetes Education Partners of RI 
FEDERAL TAX ID: 26-4543920 

Company Name:   

Company Address:   

Contact Name: ________________Email address:  ______________Cell phone: 

PAYMENT METHOD 
Please check appropriate box:  Check (made payable to Diabetes Education Partners) 

VISA  MasterCard  Discover  American Express
Cardholder Name:  Signature:

Card#:  Expiration Date: CVV ZIP code 
Please mail or fax completed registration form with payment to:
Diabetes Education Partners c/o Deborah Newell, P.O. Box 41590, Providence, RI 02940
Email to: info@ridiabeteseducators.org Fax to: (401) 633-6935


